A task the policy-maker must often face is to make a choice between various transportation scenarios. One of the procedures available to help make this decision is Travel Demand Forecasting.
Landuse data (population, employment, etc.) forms the basis for the amount and type of activity in a region. This demographic information is available from several sources. The Census is a nationwide survey conducted every ten years and provides a detailed population profile of Connecticut. Existing employment statistics are available from the State Labor Department. ConnDOT develops landuse forecasts, in cooperation with the Office of Policy and Management and the regional planning agencies.
Trip Generation
Trip generation provides the connection between landuse and travel. It uses known relationships between trip making and demographics to predict the number of person trips, or 'trip ends', starting and ending in particular geographic areas, called 'traffic analysis zones' (TAZs).
Trip Distribution
Trip distribution uses characteristics of the transportation network and regional demographics to distribute the trip ends from the generation model to specific origins and destinations amongst the states TAZs.
Mode Choice
The allocation of person and vehicle trips to a particular travel mode occurs in the mode choice model. Using Level of Service characteristics of each available transportation system, the model 'chooses' a mode of travel for each trip based on the relative attractiveness of each competing mode.
Travel Assignment
Travel assignment or trip assignment is the process in which the volumes on the transportation system are estimated. These can be present-day volumes on an existing network or forecasted volumes on alternative future systems. Assignment volumes may be expressed as vehicles on a highway network or persons on a transit system. The ConnDOT Statewide Travel Model is a network-based computer model utilizing TRANPLAN software. Highway and transit networks are an integral part of the model, allowing proposed service changes (highway or transit) to be incorporated into the model. Thus the effect of adding a transit service, increased highway capacity or any other network-oriented change (which can be modeled in this manner) can be analyzed.
Products & Uses
The primary products and uses of the travel model are:
Highway Assignments: utilized to design and evaluate alternative highway proposals. These assignments are used by the Traffic Analysis unit to develop corridor and site-specific future traffic volumes. 
